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BECAUSE OF THEM.. . ..

the men illustrated in the pages that follow—we enjoy a world wherein ignorance, disease,
intolerance, and poverty are swiftly becoming things of the past.

HEROIC PIONEERS—OPEN MINDS . . . these illustrious individuals often sacrified
their very lives in the interest of their ideals and humanitarian aims.

It behooves us to cherish the heritage of enlightenment they bequeathed to humankind.
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PYTHAGOR

WAS ONE OF THE GREATEST OF THE ANCIENT INJTIATES .-
AFTER STUDYING IN EGYPT, THIS GREEK MYSTIC TAUGHT . -
THE REVOLUTION OF THE EARTH AROUND THE SUN,

THE "MUSIC OF THE SPHERES,"” A THEORY OF ARCHETYPAL =
IDEAS, THE IMPORTANCE OF NUMBER ETC. ALL HIS -
PUPILS WERE REQUIRED To BE STRICT VEGETARIANS.
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Chinad
Wise Men 06 anﬁq a

Confucius

BLENDEO INTUITION AND SCIENCE
AS CHINA'S GREATEST HUMANIST/
HE ADPLIED REASON TO THE

RE: (REATION OF TH€ SOCIAL ORDER,
§TRE(SING THE (0L0¢6N RULE AND
RESPECT FOR UNIVERSAL HUMAN
NATURE. 'ALL WITHIN THE FouR &
SEAS ARE B(;OTHE&S. u "

CONFUCIUS ADMIRED THE
REASONABLE MAN WiTHOUT
EXCESSES, WRATEVER HIS PLACE.
ILEARNING KNOWS NO RANK. B¢
NOT ASHAMED To ASK THaSE
BENEATH You. "

MENCIUS

WAS THE ETe RNAL OPTIMIST IN
HI$ BSTIMATE OF MAN. "THE
TENDENCY oF MAN'S NATURE
0 GOOp 1$ LIKE THe TENOENCY
OF WATER To FLOW DOWNWARD.®

MENCIUS SPOKE OF WARRIORS
AS CRIMINALS,

MENCIUS REEUSED To ACLEPT PAY

FOR Hi5 PuBLIC SERVICES, PREFERRING To EAT HIS OWN BREAD
AND SPEAK H1S OWN MIND.

© 2
THIS DEMOCRATIC PLITICAL PRILOSOPHER GAVE FORTH A o
BROAD CODE OF HUMANISM, OF LIVE AND LET LIYE. "SEEK YOUR- . 0THER EMINENT CHINESE ARE
DWN PLEASURE, BUT D0 NOT INTERFERE WITH THE PLERSURES OF Mo, LAD TS, AND Po CHU-|

OTHERS S # r THE POET OF LOVE A
ﬁ/@%— P LOVE AND S0RROW)
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THE FREE-SPEAKING SOPHIST, FOUNDER OF
EURIPEAN GRAMMAR AND PHILALOGY, SAID:

"MAN (5 THE MEASURE OF ALL THINGS."

DIOGENES meame

CIVED IN A TUS, AND CARRIED A LANTCRN

WITH THE ANNOUNCED HOPE 1o SEE ONE HONESTMAN.

R WASFAMED THROUGHOUT (REECE
% FOR HISNOBLE MORAL IDEALISM—
: COUPLED WITH A BELIEF (N THE
PROCESS-LTIMALY OF AToms AND
THE VOID. "To D0 WRONG [$ MORE
UNHADPY THAN TO SUFFER WRONG,"

SAID DEMOCRITUS. %@M@m

CRIED OUT FOR MORE LIGHT,
EVEN WERE IT ONLY LIGKHT
10 DIE IN. HE [NHERITED A
SEMITC CULTURE OF MANY
CENTURIES. HIS POETIC GODS
WERE NOT INHUMAN
MONSTROSITIES, BUT

HUMANLIKE.

Anaxa goras Xenophane!

ATTALKED TRADITIONAL CONCEPTIONS DF THE GODS, THe

FORMER. AT THE PRICE OF EXILE 7




"THE LIVELY FORCE O o
HIS IND HAS BROKEN DOWN ALLES
BARRIERS, AND HAS MADE (T5 WAY '
FAR BEYONO THE GLITTER ING WALLS OF e GRIVERSEY

"THE NATURE OF THINGS" BY LUCRETIUS, PRESENTS THE

~

PHILOSOPAY AND SCIENCE 0¢ EPLCURYS WITH COMPELLING ART.

IT TeLES OF AToMS CONCENTRATING INTO COUNTLESS WORLDS, AND
TRACES THE EVOLUTION OF LIFE AND MPN'S SO0C(AL INSTITuTioNS !
[ ]

LucreTius AN TiLPATED MANY MGOERN Dis(OVERIES IN CHEMISTRY,

PHYSics, 0PTics, BNTHROZ0LOGY AND CENETICS.

THE CRIPAED SIAVE

EPICTSTUS mueneeom

AND HEALTH H1S INSPIRING THEME: “EXTERNALS ARE NoT
IN MY POWER. WiLL IS IN MY POWER. WHERE SHALL |
SEEK THECO0D AND THE BAD? WITHIN, I THE THINGS
WHILH ARE MY OWN ... ONLY THE EDUCATED ARE FREE!
< EVERYTRING HAS TWO HANDLES, THE ONE BY WHICH
ITMAY BE BORNE, THE OTHER BY WAk I MAY NoT. "

SATIRITED PHILOSOPHIC DBSCURANTISM
WITH {75 "AMBIGUOUS QUESTIONS, KNOTTY
DISPUTES, PERPLEXED THOUGHTS, ... SOLEMN
TRIFLES" LUCIAN NEEOLD NO SUPERNATURAL
PANTHEON. WELL-TRRVELED, HF TOOK VARIED
PATTERNS 0F CULTURE WiTH A SENSE OF
HUMOR AND AN OPEN MIND.
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ASTRONOMY SHOWED

THE TRUE RELATIONS _
OF THE EARTH To THE \
SUN AND PLANETS. I

[}

/;@N WAS UNWILL NG

- 0 SEE HIS PRECIOUS

N THE AT OF  PLANET SUBORDNATED |

MAGNETIC SCience.  TO A PLACE IN THE

— 1% . SOLAR SCHEME,
— fya sn/llu.l‘ S n
(4, J Ih

I Ao as’  wien GALILEO 1%
AFIRSTTHOROUGH  FOUND MORE EVIDENCE Y997
AN oo/ FOR THE COPERNICAN
= THEORY, HE WAS
FORCED TO
RECANT.

FRANCIS

Bacon

"MEN HAVE ENTERED INTO

THE DESIAE OF LEARNING... (.= e
SELOOM SINCERELY To GIVE Yoo
TRUE ACCOUNT OF THEIR. ™™ / =
PPLIED THE LIGATURE T0 ToR A :
ﬁmmcs AS A WAR SURG EcN,N GIFT OF ReASON, TO THE BENEFIT =" 4 o)t
AND REINTRODUCED PODALIC VERSION AND USE OF MEN, BuT AS IF THEY SOUGHT... A coucH.../ A ]!

IN OBSTETRICAL SCIENCE. OR ATERRACE...OR ATOWER...OR A FORT... OR A HOP..."
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SPANISH INQUISITION
CLAIMED 341,042 VICTIMS!

TORQUEMADA BURNED 10,000

JOSEPH

Mc C\a

RSP LAVE EVER BEEN
¥ EOUGHT BY BRAVE
MEN OF FREEDOM....
MANY OF WHOM HAVE
gorne MARTYRDOM as
/ MADMEN, REBELS, AND HERETics

X\S

DR. CHARLES FRANCIS POTTER
HAS FOUGHT YALIANTLY To FREE THE
HUMAN MIND FROM INTOLERANCE, HE
I THE FOUNDER OF THE SCIENTIFIC

SPENT J2YEARS INA MONASTERY,  RELIGION HUMANISM, PREMISED

THEN RENOUNCED FORMAL CREED

IN FAITH IN MAN. HE HAS WON

TO DEDICATE HIS LIFE To RATiONAL  NATIONAL FAME FOR HIS HiGH

LIBERALISM AND CANDID
HISTORICAL SYNTHESIS!

SERVICE To SOCIAL REFORMY

777 A




THE EGYPTIAN PHARAOH WAS A
MONOTHEIST, INFLUENCED PERHAPS
BY THE LEARNED PRIESTS OF THE
COLLEGE OF HELIOPOLIS, BROAD
INTERNATIONALISM AND DEMOCRATIC
HUMANITARIANISM LIT Hig HEART!

LED THE JEWS OUT oF SLAVERY'
INTO FREEDOM, OUT OF ETHICAL
CONEUSION INTO THE
WI$00M OF THE DECALOGUE.

CHRIST muaur:

"THE KINGDOM OF GOD 1S
WITHIN YOU."

SERENE MAN | GLADLY ‘
PAY THE TRIBYTE OF MY

ADMIRATION AND TEARS.
"HE WAS A REFORMER

'TO THAT GREAT AND \ |

IN Hi$ DAY. HE WAS AN
@ (NFIDEL IN HIS TIME.

SAID: "BETTERTO FEED ONE GOOD MAN "He WAS REGARDED A A

RO T AN g A (oSBT g ARV O APTS
A PeACt (OME WA$ DESTROYE OCR

EROM OUTSIDE 600; BUT INNER AWARENESS. .

THIS GREAT \NITIATE STRESSED NATURAL  "HO HAVE IN ALL Ades poNE

AND $0CIAL LAW, AND THE EVOLUTIONARY FRECDOM AND MANHO0D OuT”
CYCLES OF LIFE, OF THE HUMAN MIND."

24 /kjg " o {ngersoll - A
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"ARISTOTLE

~MASTER OF THOSE WHO KNOW—
ORGANIZED THE KNOWLEDGE OF
HIS TIME [N TH ¢ “ORGANON."

$O CRATEJ'
TAUGHT MANKIND To HONORL
(ANDID, OPCN-MINDED
CRITICAL THOUGHTY?

p—

“n Frnger e

SURROUNDED HIMSELF
WITH A §UNTILLANT

CIR(LE OF ARTISTS AND
SLHOLARS To LAUNCH
THE ATHENIAN GoLDeN
AGE. HE ENDEAYORED To
LIFT THE PCOPLE To KIS
OWN Wispom. "FIRST W
HANE STRIVEN TOBE FREE,"
HE SAID, "AND NEXT T0 BE
HAPPY."

EURIPIDES
N HIS "MEDEA" STRESSES
"TROJAN WOMEN" INDICTS

DERILTS LAVES AS HUMAN

BEINGS, GLORIFIES FREEDOMY

PLATO
IN HES LY SIS " STRESSES THE
ULTIMATE FULEILLMENT INVOLVED
IN A BEAUTIFUL HUMAN LIFE.
THE IDEAL S0CIETY OF THIS MODERN
MIND WOULD EQUALIZE THE SEXES.

THE CQUALITY OF THE SEXES,
WAR. THE GREAT DRAMATIST

’
BAYES

= Wl
ESCHY\WUS s

"] HOLD MY OWN MIND AND THINK
APART FROM OTHER MEN." THe OLD
MYTH OF THE FIRE-BRINGER HAS
BEST EXPRESSION IN HiS " PROME THEws
BoUNG. PROMETHELS SYMBOLIZES

THE LUNCONQUERABLE MIND.




YEFRESE STARTING POINTS

| oo \ N rokewr«m THE PHILOSOPHICAL BIBLE OF

THE DEISTS, HIS "ESSAY ON THE HUMAN UNDERSTANOING," HE
DEPLORED THE TENDENCY T RECEIVE OPINIONS UNEXAMINED

1T 16 PLAIN, IN THE GREAT... CONTRARIETY OF OPINION. AMONGST]
THESC SEVERAL PARTIES, THAT THERE IS MUCH FALSEHO0D... IN MOST
OF THEM.”

& S volution
WAS
P SuaaesTep

~ By
¥ DESCARTES
AND HE STRESSED THE IDEA OF
PROGRESS THROUGH EDUCATION IN HIS “PRoJECT OF
A UNIVERSAL SCIENCE To ELEVATE 0UR NATURE:

: #P”;me >
KNOWING MAN AS PART OF UNIVERSAL }:'szﬂiz H;;f:gg'g v N 7
- . M, [4
NATURE. HE SAID OF EDUCATION: "0 MAN O, CONTRALY RATHER THAN

CAN BETTER DISPLAY THE POWER OF HIf
SKILLAND DISPOSITION THAN IN S0 TRAINING

MEN THAT THEY (OME AT (AST T0 LIVE UNDER.
THE DOMINION OF THEIR OWN LINDERSTANDING.

/s, (il (3

BY OIVINE RIGHT. THE PEOPLE ARE THE REAL D

S
S
S
A WAS AMONISTIC THINKER, {
S
S
j SOURCE OF POWER !
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‘ ﬂ ENJOVED A THOROUGH SLENTIFIC

EDUCATIDN, AND WROTE MANY PAPERS ON SCIENCE
SUBIE(TS, HE OPENLY REJECTED SUPERSTITIONS, AND DID A
WORK ON NATURAL RELIGION WHICH THE PRUSSIAN
GOVERNMENT SUPPRESSED!
o8 THE S TARRY HEAVENS

F\ ABOVE AND THE

L Y73 MORAL LAW WITHIN
TS FILLED HIM WITH

EQUAL AWE.

MANY A NEO-KANTIAN
TRANSCENDENTALIST
HAS FOLLOWED IN HI§
$TepS!

g

Sthopenhauer

"EVERY PARTICLE OF SPIRIT WE CAN REPLACE UNIVERSALISTIC HEDONISM, THE GREATEST
WITH MATIER, AND EVERY PARTICLE OF MATTER HAPPINESS 10 THE GREATEST NUMBER.,
REPLACE WITH SPIRIT... | F WE PIVIDE ALLTHINGS “THE DAY MAY COME," HE SAID, "WHEN THE /%
INTO WILL ANDMANIFESTATION, IT SPIRITUALIZES REST OF THE ANIMAL CREATION MAY ACQUIRE )

oy

.
RS Y
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KNEW THE UNIVERSE A§ THE DEVELOPMENT
OF THOUGHT VIA A CONTINUDUS PROCESS OF

THESTS, ANTITHESIS, SYNTHEQS !

%@ £ WITHHELD FROM THEM BUT BY ... TYRANNY,



HAS DONE MORE THAN ANY OTHER.

IN “THE STORY OF PHILOSOPHY,"
"THE MARCH OF PHILOSOPHY,"
MAGAZINE ARTICLES AND LECTURES.
HE SURVEYS HISTORY WITH A
PHILOSOPHIC EYE IN "OUR,
ORIENTAL HERITAGE," "THE LIFE
OF GREECE," "CAESAR AND CHRIST,"
AND "THE AGE OF FAITH," UNITS
OF A BIBLE OF CIVILITATION YET
IN PROGRESS.
/ﬁ
o 7l L~

MODERN TO POPULARIZE PHILOSOPH Y=~
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OF CHANGE.

HAS RECEIVED THE NOBEL
PRITE FOR HI§ UNORTHODOX

PHILOSOPHIZING, HE DEFINES
HIS SOCIAL AIM AS "THE
DISCOVERY OF A WAY BY
WHICH MEN CAN LIVE TOGETHER

WITHOUT MAKING EACH OTHER  THE LIMITATIONS IMPOSED BY

MISERABLE."

PHILOSOPHY ==

wiuam JAMES Jupcep g2
HUMAN EXPERIENCE TO EXPLAIN
) HUMAN VALUES, AND BOLDLY
ACCEPTED THE CHALLENGE

MERCY OF HABIT, OF HAPHAZARD, AND HENCE OF FORCE." NEWER
PHILOSOPHY HAS A SOCIAL FUNCTION. "WE ARE WEAK ToDAY IN
IDEAL MATTERS," SAYS DEWEY, "BECAUSE INTELLIGENCE 15 DIVORCED

Jonn DEWEY
PRESENTS PHILOSOPHY NOT AS
W A9 A (ONSOLATORY VERBAL
\\Rhw. REFUGE, BUT IN THE
W SUENTIFIC TEMPER!
MAN (S “STILL AT THE

+Hengt BERGSON
FINDS COSMIC IMPLICATIONS IN THE
VITAL SPARK OF THE CREATIVE
INTELLECT. “IN MAN ALONE 1§
CONSCIOUSNESS ABLE TO OVERCOME

MATTER.."
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EINSTEIN e
HAS REVEALED THE EQUIVALENCE OF MASS  THE "WITARD OF MENLO
AND ENERGY, THE MYSTERIES OF THE SPACE-  PARK" WAS LABELEDA

TIME (ONTINULM, AND [N KIS GREAT UNIFIED  DULLARD IN SCHOOL, Hig
FLELD THEORY THE IDENTITY OF ALL ENERGIES.

@exn IN HOSPITAL DIED OF (HILD-BED FEVER.®

PROCEEDED FROM PASTEUR'S WORK 0 DEVELOP 7{,(& S e ¥
AN ANTISEPTIC TECHNIQUE mrxe;ownomzw emmolwm §S

PREDICTS THE UTILIZATION OF SUN AND
WIND FOR ENERGY, COLD LIGHTWHERE No
RADIATION WILL BE LOSTAS HEAT, SYNTHETI(

" ART EVERYWHERE TO INCREASE E FEICIENCY,
tg:gplsfjmp FT:,LB:REﬁ. INPROVED TRANSPORTATION, THE END OF
! WAR, THE ABOLITION OF DISEASE AND

AND HE WAS REFORTED TO

STANDING." HE INVENTED THE
KINETeSC0PE, PHONOGRAPH
AND “TALK(ES."

FOR
LONG,
DOCTORS WENT
FROM PATIENT To
PATIENT WITHOUT EVEN
RINSING THEIR HANDS,
WITH THE RESULT THAT TEN
PER CENT OF WOMEN IN THE LYING-

URGERY / CUT THE PEATH-RATE 10 ONE PER CENT
VIA $IMPLE CLEANLINESSS
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THE ROSICRUCIAN ORDER, AMORC
Purpose and Work of the Order

The Rosicrucian Order, AMORC, is a philosophical and initiatic tradition. As students
progress in their studies, they are initiated into the next level or degree.

Rosicrucians are men and women around the world who study the laws of nature in order
to live in harmony with them. Individuals study the Rosicrucian lessons in the privacy of their
own homes on subjects such as the nature of the soul, developing intuition, classical Greek
philosophy, energy centers in the body, and self-healing techniques.

The Rosicrucian tradition encourages each student to discover the wisdom, compassion,
strength, and peace that already reside within each of us.

WWWw.rosicrucian.org


http://www.rosicrucian.org

